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Vision:  All Harvey County Children Succeed in School and Life 
 

Mission: Communities In Schools of Harvey County, Inc. is to champion the 
connection of needed community resources with schools to help young people 

successfully learn, stay in school and prepare for life. 
 

Board of Directors: 
David Yoder, Co-President, County Prosecutor 
Larry Friesen, Co-President, Bethel College  
Carol Kirk - Treasurer,  
  Harvey Co. Economic Development Council 
Rita Flickinger, Harvey Co.  Health Department 

James Gillmore, Attorney 

Dale Herl, School Superintendent USD 369 
Nancy Krehbiel, Retired Teacher USD 369 

Chad Gay, Newton PD 
Kathy Pearce, Prairie View, Inc. 
Celio Sandate, Retired 

Margo Schrag, Retired Teacher 
John Waltner, Hesston Mayor 

Lori Hein, Newton Rec Commission 
Advisory Council* 
Ken Grochowsky            Chair 
Tina Payne  Chair-Elect 
Pam Schrag                Secretary 
*The Advisory Council is made up of 30+ 
human/health service representatives. Monthly 
discussions promote effective coordination of 
services. 
 

Current Staff: 
Susan Lamb, Executive Director 
Lynnette Redington, Drug-Free Youth 
Coalition Coordinator  
Rachel Boden, CIS Family Connection 
Shana Schmidt, CIS Family Connection 
Lynne Vigil, Site Coordinator SFMS 
Angie Schmidt, Site Coordinator Sunset ES 
Sandy Reams, Administrative Assistant 
Rose Kleinsorge, WSU Intern 
 

 

Collaborators: 
 Communities In Schools Partnership 

Advisory Council* 
 Communities In School Harvey County 

Drug-Free Youth Coalition 
 Atxell Education Center 
 Axtell Strategic Planning Committee 
 Bethel College 
 Byron Motter, Retired Sheriff 
 CASA: A Voice for Children, Inc. 
 Communities In Schools of KS 
 Communities In Schools National 
 Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault 

(DVSA) 
 Early Education Center/ICC 
 F.A.S.T. 
 Harvey County Health Department 
 Harvey County Sheriff’s Department 
 Harvey County Special Education 

Cooperative 
 Harvey County United Way 
 Heart 2 Heart Advocacy Center 
 Hesston Community Childcare Center 
 KS Learning Center for Health 
 KS Social & Rehabilitation Services 
 Cliff Kirk, Pastor 
 Mid CAP Head Start 
 Mirror, Inc./South Central Regional 

Prevention Center 
 Newton Recreation Commission 
 Newton Medical Center 
 Peace Connections 
 Prairie View, Inc. 
 Sedgwick Senior Center 
 USD 369 - Burrton 
 USD 373 - Newton 
 USD 439 - Sedgwick 
 USD 440 - Halstead 
 USD 460 - Hesston 
 

 

2008 CIS of Harvey County coordinated services in the amount of: $146,620 
2008 Economic Impact of funds to Harvey County:   $1,026,340 
 

Since 1998, CIS of Harvey County has coordinated services in the amount of: 
$3,803,188 

 
 



2008 Funders of Communities In Schools of Harvey County: 
9th Judicial District 
Citizen’s State Bank 
First Bank of Kansas 
Larry Friesen and Donna June  
David Yoder 
FYI Inc. 
Harvey County United Way 
KS Social and Rehabilitation Services 
KS Health Foundation 

Kansas Children’s Cabinet and Trust Fund 
Midland National Bank  
Newton Kiwanis  
Newton Medical Center 
Newton USD 373 
Substance Abuse & Mental Health Services 
 Administration (SAMHSA) 
Wichita State University 
Kansas Action for Children 

Accomplishments: 
Drug-Free Youth Coalition (Funded via SAMHSA Drug Free Communities Support Grant) 
The coalition has identified risk and protective factors we, as a communities, schools, families and 
individuals, can work to change to improve the lives of our youth.  The factors to change are: Parental 
Attitudes Favorable to Problem Behavior, Academic Failure, Community Disorganization, Youth 
Attitudes Favorable to Problem Behaviors, Family Bonding, and Community Opportunities for 
Involvement.  The coalition’s Community Action Plan includes changing policies for those who are 
arrested with drugs and/or alcohol, increasing family bonding with the Strengthening Families 
Program for Parents and Youth ages 10-14 and their parents, assisting schools with bullying thru 
the LifeSkills curriculum and social norms campaigns, and engaging community members in 
recognizing the potential of our youth.  We are working toward the goal of reducing the risks our kids 
are facing related to alcohol and substance abuse. To join the coalition’s efforts, contact Lynnette 
Redington, Drug-Free Youth Coalition Coordinator. 
 
Early Intervention/Child Abuse Prevention Services  
(Funded via KS Children’s Cabinet & Trust Fund)  
A collaborative effort of agencies serving children birth – age 6 and their families.  Non-profit, 
education and faith-based organizations focus on the reduction of child abuse and neglect in 
Harvey County.  Programs/Events included: 1) Kid Fest – annual countywide birth to age 8 family 
information event with over 300 participants and 32 exhibitors of family/social services, 2) Child 
Abuse Prevention Month Awareness partner, 3) Early Childhood intervention/interview services. 
 

CIS Family Connection (Funded via Harvey County United Way, 9th Judicial District, Newton 
Kiwanis, KS SRS, and KS Children’s Cabinet & Trust Fund, KS Health Foundation, course fees.) 
Over the last nine years, 407 children have received direct services through CIS Family 
Connection: Behavior Intervention Services.  The average improvement of behaviors for children 
who successfully complete the program continues to be in the thirty percent range (32% overall).  
Ten Steps to Positive Parenting classes has seen significant increases in participation.  Last year 
six classes were held with 109 parents attending.  Childcare is provided free of charge thanks to our 
funders.  We are looking to expand services in 2008-09 with funding from the KS Children’s Cabinet & 
Trust Fund Early Childhood Block Grant. 
 

Kansas Action for Children Report   
CIS of Harvey County participated in our 7th year of the KAC’s KIDS COUNT Report.  To review the 
entire report, go to www.kac.org, go to Know the Facts, scroll to Kansas KIDS COUNT Project, County 
Fact Sheets. 
 

FUTURE DIRECTION for Communities In Schools of Harvey County 
 CIS will assist in raising awareness of drug abuse, poverty and cultural issues 
 CIS will establish a formalized service delivery link with Harvey County schools by 

implementing our Site services 
 Increase awareness of CIS in Harvey County 
 Leverage financial support from public and private sources for operations 

 
PO Box 91, 218 East Seventh Street, Newton, KS  67114   Fax:  316-284-6237 Email:  cishc@cisharveyco.org  

Website: www.cisharveyco.org 
Communities In Schools...the nation's leading community-based organization helping kids succeed in school and 

prepare for life.  Find out more:  http://www.cisnet.org 
CIS years of operation: 1998 – 2008 

 


